
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ten Tips for Choosing a Tax Preparer 
 

 

 

 

It’s the tiŵe of the Ǉeaƌ ǁheŶ ŵaŶǇ taǆpaǇeƌs Đhoose a taǆ pƌepaƌeƌ to help file a taǆ ƌetuƌŶ. 
These taǆpaǇeƌs should Đhoose theiƌ taǆ ƌetuƌŶ pƌepaƌeƌ ǁiselǇ.  This is ďeĐause taǆpaǇeƌs aƌe 
ƌespoŶsiďle foƌ all the iŶfoƌŵatioŶ oŶ theiƌ iŶĐoŵe taǆ ƌetuƌŶ. That’s tƌue Ŷo ŵatteƌ ǁho pƌe-
paƌes the ƌetuƌŶ.  

Heƌe aƌe teŶ tips foƌ taǆpaǇeƌs to ƌeŵeŵďeƌ ǁheŶ seleĐtiŶg a pƌepaƌeƌ: 

ϭ. CheĐk the Preparer’s QualifiĐatioŶs. Use the ͞IRS DiƌeĐtoƌǇ of Fedeƌal Taǆ RetuƌŶ Pƌepaƌ-
eƌs ǁith CƌedeŶtials aŶd SeleĐt QualifiĐatioŶs͟.  This tool helps taǆpaǇeƌs fiŶd a taǆ ƌetuƌŶ pƌe-
paƌeƌ ǁith speĐifiĐ ƋualifiĐatioŶs. The diƌeĐtoƌǇ is a seaƌĐhaďle aŶd soƌtaďle listiŶg of pƌepaƌ-
eƌs.  

Ϯ. CheĐk the Preparer’s HistorǇ. Ask the Betteƌ BusiŶess Buƌeau aďout the pƌepaƌeƌ. CheĐk 
foƌ disĐipliŶaƌǇ aĐtioŶs aŶd the liĐeŶse status foƌ ĐƌedeŶtialed pƌepaƌeƌs. Foƌ CPAs, ĐheĐk ǁith 
the State Boaƌd of AĐĐouŶtaŶĐǇ. Foƌ attoƌŶeǇs, ĐheĐk ǁith the State Baƌ AssoĐiatioŶ. Foƌ EŶ-
ƌolled AgeŶts, go to the ǀeƌifǇ eŶƌolled ageŶt status page oŶ IRS.goǀ oƌ ĐheĐk the diƌeĐtoƌǇ.   
 

ϯ. Ask aďout SerǀiĐe Fees. Aǀoid pƌepaƌeƌs ǁho ďase fees oŶ a peƌĐeŶtage of the ƌefuŶd oƌ 
ǁho ďoast ďiggeƌ ƌefuŶds thaŶ theiƌ ĐoŵpetitioŶ. WheŶ askiŶg aďout a pƌepaƌeƌ’s seƌǀiĐes 
aŶd fees, doŶ’t giǀe theŵ taǆ doĐuŵeŶts, SoĐial SeĐuƌitǇ Ŷuŵďeƌs oƌ otheƌ iŶfoƌŵatioŶ.  
 

ϰ. Ask to E-File. TaǆpaǇeƌs should ŵake suƌe theiƌ pƌepaƌeƌ offeƌs IRS e-file. The ƋuiĐkest ǁaǇ 
foƌ taǆpaǇeƌs to get theiƌ ƌefuŶd is to eleĐtƌoŶiĐallǇ file theiƌ fedeƌal taǆ ƌetuƌŶ aŶd use diƌeĐt 
deposit.  
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ϱ. Make Sure the Preparer is Aǀailaďle. TaǆpaǇeƌs ŵaǇ ǁaŶt to ĐoŶ-
taĐt theiƌ pƌepaƌeƌ afteƌ this Ǉeaƌ’s due date;sͿ. Aǀoid flǇ-ďǇ-Ŷight 
pƌepaƌeƌs. 
 

ϲ.  Proǀide ReĐords aŶd ReĐeipts. Good pƌepaƌeƌs ǁill ask to see a 
taǆpaǇeƌ’s ƌeĐoƌds aŶd ƌeĐeipts. TheǇ’ll ask ƋuestioŶs to figuƌe 
thiŶgs like the total iŶĐoŵe, taǆ deduĐtioŶs aŶd Đƌedits.  
 

ϳ. Neǀer SigŶ a BlaŶk ReturŶ. DoŶ’t use a taǆ pƌepaƌeƌ ǁho asks a 
taǆpaǇeƌ to sigŶ a ďlaŶk taǆ foƌŵ. 
 

ϴ. Reǀieǁ Before SigŶiŶg. Befoƌe sigŶiŶg a taǆ ƌetuƌŶ, ƌeǀieǁ it. Ask 
ƋuestioŶs if soŵethiŶg is Ŷot Đleaƌ. TaǆpaǇeƌs should feel Đoŵfoƌta-
ďle ǁith the aĐĐuƌaĐǇ of theiƌ ƌetuƌŶ ďefoƌe theǇ sigŶ it. TheǇ should 

also ŵake suƌe that theiƌ ƌefuŶd goes diƌeĐtlǇ to theŵ – Ŷot to the 
pƌepaƌeƌ’s ďaŶk aĐĐouŶt. Reǀieǁ the ƌoutiŶg aŶd ďaŶk aĐĐouŶt Ŷuŵďeƌ oŶ the Đoŵplet-
ed ƌetuƌŶ. The pƌepaƌeƌ should giǀe Ǉou a ĐopǇ of the Đoŵpleted taǆ ƌetuƌŶ.  
 

ϵ. EŶsure the Preparer SigŶs aŶd IŶĐludes Their PTIN. All paid taǆ pƌepaƌeƌs ŵust haǀe a 
Pƌepaƌeƌ Taǆ IdeŶtifiĐatioŶ Nuŵďeƌ. BǇ laǁ, paid pƌepaƌeƌs ŵust sigŶ ƌetuƌŶs aŶd iŶĐlude 
theiƌ PTIN. 
 

ϭϬ. Report Aďusiǀe Taǆ Preparers to the IRS. Most taǆ ƌetuƌŶ pƌepaƌeƌs aƌe hoŶest aŶd 
pƌoǀide gƌeat seƌǀiĐe to theiƌ ĐlieŶts. Hoǁeǀeƌ, soŵe pƌepaƌeƌs aƌe dishoŶest. Repoƌt 
aďusiǀe taǆ pƌepaƌeƌs aŶd suspeĐted taǆ fƌaud to the IRS. Use Foƌŵ 1ϰ1ϱ7, CoŵplaiŶt: 
Taǆ RetuƌŶ Pƌepaƌeƌ. If a taǆpaǇeƌ suspeĐts a taǆ pƌepaƌeƌ filed oƌ ĐhaŶged theiƌ ƌetuƌŶ 
ǁithout the taǆpaǇeƌ’s ĐoŶseŶt, theǇ should file Foƌŵ 1ϰ1ϱ7-A, RetuƌŶ Pƌepaƌeƌ Fƌaud oƌ 
MisĐoŶduĐt Affidaǀit.  

*** 

“Befoƌe sigŶiŶg a taǆ 
ƌetuƌŶ, ƌeǀieǁ it. Ask 
ƋuestioŶs if 
soŵethiŶg is Ŷot 
Đleaƌ. TaǆpaǇeƌs 
should feel 
Đoŵfoƌtaďle ǁith the 
aĐĐuƌaĐǇ of theiƌ 
ƌetuƌŶ ďefoƌe theǇ 
sigŶ it. “ 
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Masterful Quotes 

"People who succeed have momentum. The more they succeed, the more they 
want to succeed, and the more they find a way to succeed. Similarly, when 

someone is failing, the tendency is to get on a downward spiral that can even 
become a self-fulfilling prophecy."           

     - Tony Robbins 

(Continued) 
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DoŶ’t Be Afraid To EǆperiŵeŶt 

 

No ŵatteƌ ǁhiĐh stƌategies Ǉou eŵploǇ, Ǉouƌ ultiŵate leǀeƌage 
Đoŵes fƌoŵ foĐused ďƌaiŶ poǁeƌ - iŶtelleĐtual Đapital aŶd iŶŶoǀatiǀe 
ideas.  OŶe iŶŶoǀatiǀe idea Đould sigŶifiĐaŶtlǇ ŵultiplǇ leads geŶeƌa-
tioŶ, ƌeǀeŶues, pƌofits, Đoŵpetitiǀe adǀaŶtage aŶd ƋualitǇ, to Ŷaŵe a 
feǁ aƌeas. 
 

AlǁaǇs ďe opeŶ to eǆpeƌiŵeŶtiŶg aŶd keep those ideas that ǁoƌk 
ďetteƌ thaŶ eǆistiŶg appƌoaĐhes.  Foƌ eǆaŵple, Ǉou Đould test a Ŷeǁ ŵethod of taƌgetiŶg 
pƌospeĐts oƌ iŵpleŵeŶtiŶg a ƌefeƌƌal pƌogƌaŵ oƌ peƌhaps tƌǇ a Ŷeǁ Đustoŵeƌ seƌǀiĐe 
iŶitiatiǀe.  Peƌhaps a fƌesh distƌiďutioŶ ĐhaŶŶel oƌ a Ŷeǁ ŵethod of iŶteƌŶal ĐoŵŵuŶiĐa-
tioŶ ǁill Ǉield positiǀe ƌesults. 
 

Make a poiŶt of ĐoŶtiŶuallǇ listeŶiŶg to Ǉouƌ eŵploǇees, Đustoŵeƌs aŶd adǀisoƌs.  Ask 
theŵ ǁhat theǇ thiŶk ŵight ďe aŶ iŵpƌoǀeŵeŶt to ǁhateǀeƌ pƌoduĐt, seƌǀiĐe oƌ joď 
theǇ aƌe assoĐiated ǁith.  Look outside Ǉouƌ iŶdustƌǇ foƌ iŶŶoǀatiǀe ideas aŶd alǁaǇs ďe 
iŶtelleĐtuallǇ aŶd eŵotioŶallǇ Đuƌious. 
 

You should eǀeŶ eǆpeƌiŵeŶt ǁith Ǉouƌ iŶtƌoduĐtioŶs, speĐifiĐallǇ Ǉouƌ USP ;uŶiƋue sell-
iŶg pƌopositioŶͿ.  Is theƌe a ďetteƌ ǁaǇ to desĐƌiďe hoǁ Ǉou offeƌ a solutioŶ to a 
pƌospeĐt’s Ŷeeds?  What ŵakes Ǉouƌ ďusiŶess ďetteƌ oƌ uŶiƋue?  TƌǇ diffeƌeŶt appƌoaĐh-
es aŶd gauge ƌespoŶses aĐĐoƌdiŶglǇ.  CoŵŵuŶiĐate Ǉouƌ Đoŵpetitiǀe adǀaŶtage iŶ all 
that Ǉou saǇ aŶd do—aŶd ďe iŶǀeŶtiǀe aďout hoǁ Ǉou do this. 
 

DoŶ’t foƌget to tƌaĐk Ǉouƌ iŶitiatiǀes.  A siŵple EǆĐel spƌeadsheet ǁould seƌǀe this puƌ-
pose just fiŶe. DoŶ’t foƌget to also keep Đleaƌ Ŷotes of Ǉouƌ aĐtiǀities.  You also ǁaŶt to 
ďe suƌe to soŵehoǁ ƋuaŶtifǇ ƌesults hoǁeǀeƌ possiďle.  At a pƌedeteƌŵiŶed ƌate, saǇ 
ǁeeklǇ, ŵake a poiŶt of ƌeǀieǁiŶg the iŶitiatiǀes Ǉou took aŶd the ƌelated Ŷotes Ǉou 
ŵade.   
 

You ŵaǇ eǆpeƌiŵeŶt a dozeŶ oƌ ŵoƌe tiŵes ďefoƌe Ǉou Đoŵe up ǁith aŶ iŶitiatiǀe that 
Ǉou ǁaŶt to ƌetaiŶ as pƌaĐtiĐe, ďut the oŶe iŶŶoǀatiǀe idea ŵaǇ Ǉield ŵeasuƌaďle ƌe-
sults.   

*** 
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